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Abstract
Whereas the prevalence of juvenile delinquency in the U.S is on the fall and stable, American youths, counting those convicted with noncriminal misconducts –are not left out in the criminal justice system processing, some incarcerated at considerably significant rates as compared to other countries. The 1974 Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act offers critical reinforcement for state initiatives that help societies take a broad and timely approach to the prevention of youth violence and deal with the inadequacies of these endangered demographic families. The Act empowers juvenile delinquency support initiatives to enhance the criminal justice systems with local programs devoted to training, program developments, R&D, and reinforcing of government and community-based advances. This paper takes an in-depth look into the various aspects surrounding juvenile delinquency, the rule of law, and initiatives to mitigate the issue.


Introduction
In 1974, the United States Congress approved the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA) (Thompson & Morris, 2016). Among the enacted statutes in this law, despite being a non-binder to the states, promoted states to withdraw their status offenders from guarded centers –the secure juvenile residential or custodial facilities –wherein the lawbreakers were being restrained. This came to pass as the states, and the status offenders were transferred to the community, social service, and welfare bodies. This process was termed as the deinstitutionalization of status offenses. This paper takes a closer look at the various dynamics propagating juvenile delinquency and the state interventional measures adopted to mitigate the status of delinquents and status offenders. 
Identifying Problems
Different Types of Gangs
Gangs are classified variously according to their attributes and social conformations. First, the scavenger gangs that group basically for social reasons and security, whereas the territorial gangs are structured for territorial reasons, for instance guarding specified regions of their territory; this select group ensures control over their given geographical regions and put off advances by other gangs to gain entry over their turf (Champion, 2001). The corporate gangs, which are the most violent, and operate through emulating organized crime syndicates, and are broadly profit-centric as much of their conduct, are based on unlawful activities, such as drug trafficking.  According to Champion (2001), the gangs employ excessive violence, counting murder, to realize their objectives. The skinheads have an aggregate record of gang violence with weapons, whereas the taggers are less structured and more localized and are nor profit-centric (Thompson & Morris, 2016).  
Female Gangs
As of 2010, female gangs featured an estimated 7.4% of gang membership. Present-day accounts on female gangs propose that these groups are routinely deficient of formal education, with violent school encounters, extremely debilitated family livelihoods, and have encountered social constraints, counting low social, economic status, substance abuse, and gang ferocity. Approval of membership in a female gang is based on ethnicity and race (Ehrmann, Hyland & Puzzanchera, 2019). Often, family breakups and community degeneration drive female gangs to come up with their unique subcultures wherein recognition can be realized with ease. The inadequacy of precise interventions, redirection, and treatment options accorded to female juveniles compared with their male counterparts is a probable predisposing factor to this occurrence. With the presence of this gender disparities better explains the young female participation in acts of delinquency.
Programs to Combat Juvenile Delinquency
Given the dynamicity of offenses among the juvenile demographic, it is critical to developing interventional programs focusing on specified juvenile offending demographics. For example, given that youth ferocity is as well a notable occurrence in institution settings, there is the allocation of substantial resourcing to deal with the concern of institutional violence and minimize its prevalence. According to Champion (2001), here are some of the practical interventional programs to combat juvenile delinquency
1. The Nurse-Family Partnership
This program is primarily based on promoting confidence and proper parenting approaches to boost self-development, during infancy and early childhood through home visits by nursing experts. Through this, parents are assisted in bonding with their offsprings and provision of ideal emotional and physical development (Champion, 2001). Focus on prenatal parenting conduct –substance abuse, the program helps improve birth weight and minimizes the likelihood of neuro-developmental deficiency.
2. Support Our Students Program
This initiative is primarily founded on the crime control approach and focuses on the school-going population for after-school programs established for the provision of additional educational opportunities (Thompson & Morris, 2016). The initiative aims to: minimize after school non-supervision of students (latch-key children) ¸ boost academic excellence of the program participants, to match the physical, psychological and cognitive needs of students to mature their attitudes and behavior, to enhance the collaboration of existing resources and optimize coordination for valid service provision, to minimize juvenile offenses within the domestic population served by the initiatives, and, to appoint local volunteers for the provision of ideal adult role models for the young and supervisory duties (Ehrmann, Hyland & Puzzanchera, 2019). 
3. Project Safe Neighborhoods and Operation TIDE
This is a state program adopted to minimize violence associated with firearms, and as well to reduce gun ferocity among the juvenile demographics precisely via discouraging young from the access or firearm possession. This was targeted on juvenile gangs who employ firearms in their unlawful operations. This much, the program has recorded a positive impact on minimizing the frequency of gun use among juveniles, more so gangs. Models of rehabilitation have been the principal drives for such community programs.
The Tactical Intelligence-Driven Enforcement¸ encompasses the federal, state, and community police authorities aimed at limiting or getting rid of firearms and gang violence. Herein, the juvenile lawbreakers are prosecuted according to the strict federal firearms laws and convictions, making it useful. 
Theories of Delinquency
1. Classical and Biological Theories
This is a criminological conception illustrating that persons possess free will to decide either a law-breaking or typical behavior which implies that persons opt for break the law on the grounds of greed or individual gains –as such, lawbreaking could be restricted through criminal sanctions proportionate to the offender's guilt (Champion, 2001). Comparatively, the biological theory is based on determinism –specific variables and factors dictate a person's conduct, wherein this theory attributes criminal, delinquency, and deviant behavior with biological factors as their direct causality, which summarizes that juvenile delinquency is not spontaneous (Thompson & Morris, 2016). 
2. Psychological Theories
Here there is the psychoanalytic and social learning theory. On psychoanalysis, misconduct is; basically, law-breaking and delinquency could be secondary to inadequate ego and superego development –this emphasizes on formative child encounters as critical for ideal adulthood functioning to occur. Therefore, adults could express psychotic tendencies attributed to traumatic childhood occurrences.
Comparatively, the social learning theory differs from the mentioned as the bizarre childhood encounters could be crucial determinants of following adulthood personality traits, but the inherent aspects impacting one’s conformation to or deviation from the law are the experiences the youth gain by learning from others. 
3. Sociological Theories
The concentric zone hypotheses are founded on accounts of various social and demographic attributes of persons residing in given zones and sequential impact on juvenile conduct. Herein, the oscillation between social, economic status, and delinquency is broadly approved, It drives to expound on its dynamicity. It proposes that budgetary constraints that are more prevalent in the low SES demographic are associated with deviant conduct.
The subculture delinquency theory talks of the existing subcultures within the broader society. Even so, these subgroups possess valuation systems and accomplishment models for identity and recognition, besides the popular culture. Therefore, in understanding juvenile delinquency, it is essential to consider these aspects.
The labeling theory emphasizes on the descriptions of persons with delinquent tendencies instead of delinquency itself. Bonding theory emphasizes on law aspects of the juvenile being lodged into societal constructs with higher bonds with ideal models reducing the chances of deviant conduct. The strain theory talks of economic struggles faced by the young population while striving to rise above their statuesque.  
Classification of Juveniles
There are two classes of juveniles, the state offenders and the delinquents. Status offenders, unlike delinquents, are those participating in noncriminal activities deemed unlawful, given the youth's status as a minor (Cho et al., 2019). The examples are; school dropout, illegal alcohol consumption, ungovernable youths and, violating curfew rules. Less formal management of status offenses and addressing such conducts broadly through providing counsel and help via community-based initiatives are thought to minimize juvenile deviance, and also, others are less prone to accord them the delinquent description.  
Police and Court Interactions
School Resources
Schools provide a platform wherein law enforcers have gained more prevalence over the past years. The initiative to expand the police roles in the combating of juvenile delinquency, those posted in schools are features as “new species of public servant: a hybrid of educational, correctional and law enforcement official.” Besides the maintenance of law and order, the law enforcement team works variously in areas of combating juvenile misconduct via initiatives like “Drug Abuse Resistance Education” coupled with “Gang Resistance Education and Training” (Champion, 2001). 
Police Probation partnerships
A practical initiative was the Boston Gun Project, founded in the early aught as a joint effort between the police and juvenile probation to contain juvenile ferocity by focusing on gangs and firearms. Such initiatives have been a success in containing juvenile delinquencies and have been adopted by several other states, in close relation with community-based programs.
Conclusion
Initiatives by the government in addressing juvenile delinquency have thus far been active. Even so, the enacted JJDPA amendments should capture the provisions promoting equality via the reinforcement of government efforts to enhance adolescent access to expert counsel and backbone initiatives empowering the youth through opportunities to conceal their juvenile records once their lives are back on track. The act should also bolster community-based options of detention besides the provision of appropriate treatment interventions for victims of substance abuse and demand for more profound accountability in resource usage, oversight of grant initiatives, and acquiescence with federal standards.
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